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JOMN My name is Jon Robertson, 23 years old. I work for Ku-
mage Education Office as an AET and I'm in charge of teach-
ing at the senior high schools. I'm also single, just as handsome
as Scott in the different way because I have blue eyes and I'm
shorter. And I come from Montreal in Canada. In Montreal I st-
udied at MeGill University, where I took political science and
economics, and I have a family, mother, father and younger sis-
ter. My hobby is ... I have a new hobby here. It's swimming. I
can swim in the ocean. I like to go to the beach by bicycle, and
I like to read SF books, watch videos and movies like Scott. 1
play guitar as 1 brought my guitar with me from Canada. My
favorite hobbies are to explore the outside and to travel.
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scoTT Hellol My name is Scott Carter. I'm 28 years old and
come from Vancouver, Canada. My birthday is May 18, I'm shy
and a gentleman. I've been working for the Nishinoomote Boa-
rd of Education as an assistant English teacher(AET) and I am
in charge of teaching English conversation at the junior high
schools. My family consists of parents and one younger sister
who got married this September. I graduated from the Univers-
ity of British Colombia with bachelors degree in English and hi-
story. I rowed at U.B.C. and I like basketball, icehockey, skiing,
tennis and golf. I also joined a volleyball team in Nishinoomote
City. My hobbies are playing guitar and watching movies. In
addition, I began Japanese calligraphy. My favorite actor is Ar-
nold Schwarzeneger, and my favorite Japanese actress is Miho
Nakayama.
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HAMAGAMI Could you tell me the reason you applied
for the AET job ?

ScOTT First of all, I've never traveled, so I wanted to
travel. Being an AET is a very good opportunity to see
Japan and the Far East. In University, I took a couple of
courses in Japanese history and I became interested in
Japan. I wanted to see it for myself. Also, I wanted adve-
nture. Eventually, I might teach in Canada. The AET job
is a good opportunity to develop teaching skills. I wanted
to experience a culture different than my own. I think it's
important to learn about different people, to help unders!
and each other, and build good relations. Also, I though.
being an AET in Japan was an excellent opportunity to
exchange Canadian culture and Japanese culture.

NISHI  Cultural exchange is important. Thanks to you,
Canada becomes closer to us.

sScoTT That's great] We are AETS, but most of the
time we act as ambassadors and diplomats of Canada.

JON — —— H#F — —— The second reason is I like
Japan. I want to explore Japan to see different culture, to
meet many friends. I would like to work for the Gover-
nment and do diplomatic service. So this is good experie-
nce living in another country and studying Japanese. The
AET position is very interesting and a lot of fun.

HAMAGAMI What did you do to prepare in Canada to
come to Japan ?

JON I took the very short course.— — — H &35 — —

NISHI  As a consequence, you came to the rural area
of Tanegashima, not urban area like the big cities in Can-
ada. How do you feel ?

JON  We both have lived in small towns, so it is not a
big change. Tanegashima is good, because Kagoshima is
near. So we have both a small town and big city together.

sScOTT YesKagoshima is close and the Toppy is very
convenient:One time, however, we took a-small freighter
just after a typhoon. It was thrilling! We nicknamed it the
" Elvis"ferry.

NisHr T wonder why.

JON Because he was a ” rock'n’ roll singer”, and the
freighter was rocking and rolling all the way to Kagoshi-
ma.

HAMAGAMI How do you spend your holiday or free
time ? ‘

JON  We often spend it together. Usually, Saturday
morning, —— — H#< 3% ——— Maybe,once every 3 weeks,
we go to Kagoshima City to meet friends, and we joined
the Sendai tug of war festival,Ohara festival and dragon
race in Nejime with our friends and we want to go arou-
nd Kagoshima.

NISHI  Teppo festival in summer attracts many peo-
ple.
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scoTT Yes, we'd like to join the festival this year.As
for how I spend my free time, it's almost the same as Jon:
Playing sports in the Nishinoomote city gym, listening to
music or watching videos. In the summer,we always go to
the beaches and swim. As well:We spend time studying
Japanese. I try to study everyday by text and tape. This
new year, Jon and I will go to Hong Kong and Thailand
to explore.

NISHI | heard both of you invited many AETs to Ta-
negashima. Tell us the details.

JON  There are 65 AETs in Kagoshima Prefecture.And
what we did is we invited all the AETs in Kagoshima.
When Scott and I went to Kagoshima, we said " our isla-
nd is like Hawaii”, beautiful beaches, white sand, palm
trees,clean and blue water,so we said let’s have a meeting
in Tanegashima. They said ABAYAH, Ah, let's go! And
in the middle October 35 AETs were excited to come here
for 4 days. We stayed at Buddhist temple and so on. We
had meetings for 2 days:we shared the ideas how to teach
and explain stories and talk about our experience. It was
very informal but useful. Every evening we had ENKAIs.
The other AETs were very excited and many said it was
the best party ever. In Minamitane we were given a spe-
cial tour of the rocket base. we could climb to the top.
We also relaxed at Takesaki beach and went swimming.

HAMAGAMI Did you swim in October ?

JonN  Everybody swam in the ocean. Scott and I like to
swim all the time if it's a beautiful day. We Canadians
feel envious. I couldn’t understand why local people don't
swim. Even on the days I wear a T- shirt, Japanese peo-
ple wear a sweater or jacket. Very different!

NISHI [ know we could swim, but we don’t do becau-
se nobody does.

JON That's too bad! Local people should make better
use of the sea.

sCcoOTT In Canada, on New Year's day we break the
ice and swim in the cold water. That's a Canadian tradit-
ion for New Years.Not all people swim but many try. It's
short, about 5 minutes at most. I would also like to add
that after swimming in Minamitane, we had a big barbe-
cue party at the beach held by Laurel (AET for Minamit-
ane) and her English club. So, all the AETs got to excha-
nge conversation with Laurel’s group.It was a good prac-
tice of English and Japanese.

All the AETs loved Tanegashima very much and said
we were lucky. They are envicus of Jon and I living on
such a beautiful island. Everybody wants to come back
here.

HAMAGAMI Compared with your home town, could you
tell us the similarity and difference ?

SCOTT My home town is White Rock, 1 hour away fr-
om Vancouver. Vancouver is big but my home town is a
small beach town like Nishinoomote. For me it is similar
to Nishinoomote. Although we have mountains and big
evergreen trees, while you have sandy beaches and palm
trees like Hawaii, we have similar conditions like popula-
tion and comfortable conditions. So,I think Nishincomote
and White Rock should become sister cities like Vancou-
ver and Yokohama are. What's different about Tanegas-
hima is the people. They are very kind, very friendly, hel-
pful, and genercus. Another different aspect is that in Ca-
nada you see many different faces:American,Asian, Indian
and Black. But in Japan, all are Japanese. This was very
different for me when I came. Here,people say "Here is a
foreigner!” At first it was strange, but now I'm used to it.
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JON  Yes. I felt so, too. — — — H#A<§ — — — We feel it’s
like a second home. {

NISHI  White Rock is famous for an International
competition of sand sculpture, isn’t it ?

SCOTT That's right. Many teams gather from all over
the world every year to compete in the world’'s largest
sand castle competition. Once, 200, 000 people came to see
it.

MNISHI - Gerry Kirk who comes to the Kaseda sand fest-
ival said he often won the first prize:

scoOTT Actually, I took part in the competition 4 years
ago. It was fun! However, we didn’t win.

JON My home town is Montreal, a big city. —— &
it — — — Fredericton and Nishinoomote should be sister
cities,

NISHI  Tanegashima has plans for developing a new
resort and holding events in commemoration of a Japar.
—Portugal exchange Will you give us suggestions?

JON  Nol, they should spend more time and more mo-
ney on international publicity. Tanegashima is beautiful,
but nobody knows about it. When I hear about Japan, I
think of a big city like Tokyo or Osaka. I applied for
AET, I made no preference : Anywhere. When I heard I
would be in Tanegashima, I was very surprised because
it was very small. T didn’t know anything about it. But
when I came here, it was very beautiful. So you should
publicize Tanegashima all over Japan and all over many
countries. No2, Tanegashima is trying to get new resort
and golf courses. [ think this is important but T think the
best things about Tanegashima are the beaches and the
ocean. We saw a lot of garbage on the beaches. It looks
very bad. It should be cleaned up. I don’t think Tanegash-
ima people understand how lucky they are to have so ma-
ny beautiful beaches and if they knew, the beaches might
be cleaner and not have any garbage.Maybe Tanegashi-
ma people should have one day every month when every-
body goes to the beach and cleans up. [ think that’s very
important. I think if the beach will be kept perfectly clean,
and if there was better international publicity, you would
have more people coming to visit. The beach is incredi-
ble. Also, Tanegashima has an interesting history an
that is important to attract people from abroad.

SCOTT Ancther way to promote international public-
ity is to advertise in magazines like golf magazines and
surf magazines. If Canadians knew how beautiful Taneg-
ashima was, maybe they would come here for hoelidays.
As for the memorial year with Portugal, I weould like to
suggest some ideas. The 1st is to set up an exchange pro-
gram for students of both countries.

HAMAGAMI You mean homestay program ?

SCOTT Yes, maybe for 3 weeks on their summer haoli-
day to learn about each others culture. You could even
extend that further into a full—time study abroad progr-
am. Another idea is to set up a special tour package bet-
ween here(Tanegashima and Kagoshima) and Portugal at
a discount rate. As well, you could set up a sister city
program with Portuguese cities.

MNISHI  Nishinoomote City has nominated Vila do Bis-
po in Portugal to be its sister city and they are preparing
for it now.

ScoTT That's great! To promote international tjes,
both cities could trade something unique to their cultures.

HAMAGAM Is there something we can export ?

JON Pottery and scissors are nice.
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sScoTT A bigger project would be
to make a short movie or document-
ary film of the actual event when
the Portuguese ship wrecked on the
shores of Tanegashima. It wouldn't
have to be long. Perhaps my last
idea is a little bit crazy: Build a wo-
rking replica of the ship in Portugal
that came here and sail it back here
in time for the opening ceremony in
1993, It would draw world wide att-

ention. It would be expensive but fun. Maybe the ship co-
uld sail to Vancouver, Canada after Tanegashima. Fina-
1ly, 1 have a word of caution in regard to resort develop-
ment in Tanegashima.Be careful not to hurt or destroy its
natural beauty. In Canada, there are many places which
were overdeveloped and now are unrestorable. Tanegash-
ima is still young and relatively unchanged so new devel-
opment should proceed cautiously.

JON Tanegashima people should spend more time and
money to improve the ability of English conversation.
They are shy and don'’t try to speak English.For example,
If Tanegashima people including City Hall staff, hotel ma-
nagers, taxi drivers speak even a little English, you could
attract many people.

HAMAGAMI Could you tell me how to protect environ-
ment in Canada ?

JON The important way is that we replant trees and
if they cut a tree, they plant a new tree. And we recycle a
garbage. we don’t burn garbage. Burning is very bad for
the environment. We also recycle oil, glass and paper.

scOTT We are just beginning to take action to protect
our environment, We have strict laws against throwing
garbage on the beach or in the woods. It's very expensive
fo monitor the environment, but it's worth it. Highly paid
engineers are doing this job. They measure the pollution
in the water and air. You may need environmental speci-
alists when development begins.

HAMAGAMI Your advice about environment is very inf-
ormative. Please tell your students about it.

NISHI Incidentally, tourists from foreign countries say
maps and signs are hard to understand How dou you feel ?

sSCOTT When we think of internationalization of an
area, it means more English signs and some more people
in the tourist sector skilled in English.

JON Now some of the members of my English class
are making a guidebook written in English, and I'm in ch-
arge of advice and want to make a useful guidebook .To
internationalize, the accumulation of efforts like this is
important.

NiIsSHI  To activate
Tanegashima, [ think
the relation between T-
anegashima and Ya-
kushima is important.
Jon,you've been to Ya-
kushima twice on busi-
ness. Is there a good
suggestion ?

JON People are a li-
ttle hit different. How
about holding more fe-
stivals between the 2 is-
lands to celebrate a th-
ing together, for exa-
mple on Japanese Holi-
days? If both islands
will cooperate and play
together,they could be-
come friends and pro-
mote mutual understa-
nding. And tourists can
experience both moun-
tains and beautiful bea-
ches.If they can enjoy
joint events, they will
be very happy.

NISHI  This year, one more |
Toppy will start its service, so
exchange between the 2 islands
becomes easier.

SCOTT That's good news.
More frequent transportation
service is important.

NISHI  How do you feel ab-
out the transportation in Tanegashima ?

JON The bus system should be more convenient and

local people should use it more. Japanese people love the
family car. To use a car is to spend much gasoline and
space. Somewhere in Canada, a person who uses his car
alone is penalized. As for the bus system here, it should
be less expensive, efficient and frequent, and we should
have a newer bus. ]

HaMAGAMI Would you tell me your impression of chi-
ldren through teaching ?

HEDE H4. 1 &
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NIsHI  What should they do to improve their ability of
English conversation ?

JON Japanese students are very intelligent and know
many words, but cannot use them as they are always shy.
Try to speak more often. They must use the English they
know already.

ScoTT [ was very surprised to find that in many ways
Japanese students are no difference between students an-
ywhere else. As matters of concern:latest style,the most
popular music, food, movies and so on. It's very much the
same at home. The one thing that is different, is that stu-
dents here try harder. I know it's difficult to learn anoth-
er language because in Canada,we had to learmn French.
French was very difficult for me because in western Can-
ada,French is almost as foreign as English is to Japanese.

JON We speak French all the time in Quebec.

SCOTT Now, I'm also trying to learn Japanese, so [ un-
derstand how difficult it is to learn English. However, I
would like to say that speaking two languages will provi-
de many career opportunities. It's advantageous to speak
two languages in today's world. Fortunately, Tanegashi-
ma students are very bright and cheerful. I know they
work hard.To help with English, I recommend going so-
mewhere abroad for a month on homestay. Also, maybe
if the local government could set up a scholarship to stu-
dy abroad, and give this chance to the students who did
well, that's a good way to motivate them. GANBATTE
KUDASAT!

NIsH!  Finally,could you tell us your resclution in1992
and give a word to Tanegashima people ?

sScOTT Ihave aresclution, but I always keep it a secr-
et. GOMEN NE. And to the local people: Whatever you
do, do your best! Don't worry, be happy. )

JON My resolution is to be PERAPERA in Japanese.
To the Tanegashima People : Thank you very much for
taking care of Scott and I. We are very comfortable.
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